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Avian Love Affair Sets Norfolk Island Atwitter 
Norfolk Island is atwitter with an amazing love story – of Romeo the wild green parrot and his beloved Juliet, who he began courting through the aviary wire almost three years ago.

Last month Juliet became the last green parrot released from a captive breeding program begun in 1983 to save the species found only on this tiny volcanic outcrop in the Pacific Ocean.

Now the locals are eager to see if the love affair will continue, as Juliet adjusts to her new life in the wild.
“When the program began, green parrot numbers had dwindled to fewer than 30,” said Norfolk Island National Park Manager Dr Coral Rowston.  “Now we’re up to around 200 in what can only be described as a great conservation success story.”

Dr Rowston said it was known that captive-bred parrots were more likely to do well in the wild if they were supported by wild birds.  So the whole island was hoping that Romeo and Juliet will really get to know each other “really, really well”.
To enable bird lovers to see the rare green parrots and many of Norfolk’s 115 other bird species, eight of which are endemic to the island, the Norfolk Island Travel Centre is offering a special Fly, Twitter & Stay package costing from $1119 per person ex Brisbane, $1165pp ex Newcastle, $1175 ex Sydney and $1335 ex Melbourne.  Included are return airfares, taxes (Norfolk Island departure fee extra), seven nights twin share accommodation, seven days car hire (insurance, petrol extra), meet and greet at Norfolk Island Airport, breakfast bushwalk, a Walk in the Wild bushwalk and a half-day bird tour taking in coastal and freshwater habitats. For information or to book freecall 1800 140 066 or email tara@travelcentre.nf.    

Image shows Romeo wooing Juliet through the aviary wire before Juliet was released from her captive breeding program in May.
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