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Young South Australian Wins Coveted 

Trans Tasman Country Music Title
 

A South Australian who began singing country music aged 12 has been judged Norfolk Air Trans Tasman Entertainer of the Year at the 16th annual Norfolk Island Country Music Festival.

Kristal Collins, 19, becomes the first South Australian to win the coveted award, which earns her $3000 in cash and a studio recorded backing track of her choice at Manuka Studios in Auckland with leading country musicians Mike McCarthy, Rob Galley and Chet O’Connell.  
A graduate of the Country Music Association of Australia College of Country Music and hailing from Mount Compass on the edge of the McLaren Vale wine region, Kristal is the reigning South Australian Senior Champion of Champions, South Australia's People’s Choice Award winner and was a semi finalist in the national song writing competition at the 2009 Tamworth Country Music Festival.
Festival runner up was Queenslander Lance Coassin, who also claimed the Allen Buffett Award for best original song, while New Zealander Neil McKenzie-Hall took out the Dead Ringer Band Encouragement Award.
Headline act at the 2009 Norfolk Island Country Music Festival was six-time Golden Guitar winner and three-time Tamworth Country Music Festival Male Vocalist of the Year, Adam Harvey.
Next year’s festival is listed to take place from May 16-23.
For general information on Norfolk Island and its Country Music Festival visit www.norfolkisland.com.au.
Image shows Kristal Collins displaying her Norfolk Air Trans Tasman Entertainer of the Year award.  Please credit Jo Snell, The Norfolk Islander. 
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