NATIONAL PARK NEWS AND VIEWS

End of an era
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Yesterday, the roof came off and the last three captive green parrots were set free from their aviary home in the botanic gardens.

The story started back in 1983 when less than 30 green parrots were left on Norfolk Island.  This also meant that there were less than 30 green parrots in the world, as Norfolk Island is the only place they are found.  Something had to be done.
Two programs were set up – a captive breeding program and an assisted wild breeding program.

Captive breeding cages were constructed in the botanic gardens.  Here we recognise the members of the Norfolk Island Lions Club and other community volunteers who contributed significantly to the construction of the cage – a huge thanks from all of us at the park and from the green parrots of Norfolk Island.
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Some wild green parrots and young chicks were chosen to start the captive breeding program.  It was a slow start, with many years before the first successful breeding in captivity.  There were a few further successes, but the main benefit for management was the learning about the parrot breeding - particularly their discriminating choice of partners.
Meanwhile out in the park, the assisted wild breeding program was proving very successful.  Rangers (and a very special mention of Derek Greenwood’s contribution to the wild breeding program) constructed artificial nesting sites complete with nicely chipped ironwood to make them as lifelike as possible.  They were specially designed to mimic ‘natural’ green parrot hollows, but with additional predator proofing to keep the rats and cats at bay.  
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The assisted wild breeding program continues to be successful.  Ranger Ron Ward is now responsible for the parrot program and spends many dedicated hours to managing and monitoring their recovery.  Ron now estimates that we have over 200 green parrots, with more and more chicks being added to the population each year.
Given that the parrots breed better in the wild than in captivity, we have made the decision to let the last three birds free in the hope that they may successfully breed before they become too old. 
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See you in the Park…
Huge thanks to the Lions Club for building the first captive breeding facility 





National Park staff and Lions Club working together to help the green parrot





Derek Greenwood inspecting the artificial green parrot nesting site 








